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Executive Foreword 
 

Back in 1998, my dad bought a boat, and it changed our family's lives forever. 

 

Most men who develop a desire to own a boat in their mid-life would simply buy a small 

yacht or a fishing boat. But my dad was different - he had to buy a Mississippi riverboat; 

one that had no engine, and was fitted out as a floating restaurant by its previous owners. 

 

With that purchase, our family started learning the ropes of the F&B trade. We operated 

the Riverboat at Sentosa for a wonderful five years, and later at Marina South Pier. Over 

the years, we grew to love the industry. The long hours, the irregular meals, the 

manpower challenges, the stiff competition... all became part and parcel of our lives. 

 

I was just a child when all that began, and as I came of age, I gradually took over the 

reins of the business from my dad. In 2015, upon being commissioned as CEO, I led the 

team on an improvement project aptly titled 'Operation Level-Up', which transformed the 

Riverboat from a simple floating restaurant to a vibrant floating lifestyle venue with a 

year-round calendar of public events such as wine fairs, music festivals, networking 

nights, dinner theatre, family days, product showcases and many more. Exciting times 

indeed!  

 

However, come March 2019, the lease on the Riverboat's berthing space at Marina 

South Pier is due to expire, and we will need to find her a new home to allow the 

story to continue to unfold. 

 

We hope that with this booklet, we will be able to reach out to the relevant people who 

can help secure us a new site to berth and operate from. We deeply appreciate all the 

support we can get from Government agencies, potential landlords, as well as friends, 

customers and the general public! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Daryl Saw 

CEO | Wine & Whisky Specialist 

daryl@riverboat.com.sg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Quick Introduction 
 

The historically famous steam-driven boats of the Mississippi River played a major role in providing mass transportation 

of passengers and cargo up and down stream in the 1800's. Distinctive in appearance with their towering red 'chimneys' 

known as smoke stacks, and large paddlewheels attached to the sides or stern of the ship, riverboats have also been very 

much romanticized in classic films such as Showboat (1936) and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1974). 

 

 
 

Today, riverboat replicas ply the waterways of many countries around the world, taking tourists on leisurely sightseeing 

cruises. Closer-to-home examples can be found in Sydney's Darling Harbour and Brisbane's South Bank. 

 

Singapore's very own riverboat, however, was not designed as a cruise but rather intentionally built non-motorized so as 

to be licensed to operate as a floating restaurant with full cooking facilities on board. Built in a local shipyard in 1991, she 

was originally christened Sentosa Riverboat, and operated under her first owner A&W for several years at Sentosa's North 

Shore. A&W ceased its operations on board in the late 90's, and our company purchased the Riverboat soon after. 

 

 
 

After two years of major repairs and restoration works, we finally welcomed guests on board again in 2001. We were 

looking for a suitable site for her when a director of Sentosa called us saying, "Bring her home!" So we did, and operated 

the Riverboat at her original home at Sentosa for five years until we had to make way for the development of Resorts 

World Sentosa. Just at that point, the managing agent of Marina South Pier approached us with an invitation to run a 

floating restaurant at the new facility which replaced Clifford Pier. With that perfect timing, we jumped on board, and the 

Riverboat has been at Marina South Pier ever since! 

 

Now that we have been informed that we have to vacate our current berth at Marina South Pier in March 2019 due to 

increased sea traffic, we know the winds of change are blowing once again. As an old saying goes, 'You have stayed long 

enough at this mountain, it's time to break camp and move on'. Where to? We'll see! 

 

 

 



What's On Board 
 

The Riverboat positions itself as a floating lifestyle venue that houses two F&B outlets on board which are open to walk-

in guests on a daily basis, as well as a private function hall that can be booked for all kinds of events. 

 

Santa Fe Tex-Mex Grill 
 

 
 

Located on the Main Deck (L1) of the Riverboat, Santa Fe Tex-Mex Grill has come to be known and loved all across 

Singapore for its authentic Texan-Mexican favourites such as Turkey Quesadillas, Chicken Chimichangas, Nachos and 

Fajitas, as well as popular American fare like Ribeye Steaks and BBQ Baby Back Ribs. Santa Fe was among the first to 

introduce true-blue Tex-Mex cuisine to the Singapore dining scene back in 1999 with its first outlet occupying three 

shophouses along Boat Quay. 

 

Private Function Hall 
 

 
 

The Upper Deck (L2) is a versatile function space which is popular for corporate dinner and dance, company off-site 

meetings, birthday parties and other private events. 2017-2018 saw a fourfold increase in the number of weddings on 

board, as younger couples moved away from the usual hotel banquet in favour of a more trendy celebration. The Upper 

Deck can seat 120 guests comfortably, and for larger events of up to 400 guests, the entire Riverboat can also be booked 

exclusively.  

 

Wood & Steel Gastrobar 
 

 
 

Located on the al-fresco Bridge Deck (L3) of the Riverboat, Wood & Steel Gastrobar is a hip and trendy boatyard-style 

hangout with a breathtaking view of the open sea. The menu features contemporary creations such as Pasta in a Jar, Trio 

of Crab Sliders and Raclette Meatballs, as well as a good selection of craft beers and house cocktails. Live music 

completes the experience on Fridays and Saturdays.  

 

 
 
 
 



Events & Lifestyle 
 

With a year-round calendar of events, the Riverboat comes to life with something special for everyone. Whether you're a 

wine lover or a fitness buff, a busy young parent or a retiree with time to kill, chances are you will find something on 

board that's up your alley. 

 

 
 

Riverboat Wine Voyages 

A monthly gathering of wine lovers, to 

taste a selection of wines and learn 

about the month's featured wine 

region from a guest wine specialist. 
 

 
 

Wine Fairs & Pairing Dinners 

From time to time, we also host larger 

wine fairs where guests can sample up 

to 50 wines at booths spread across 

our decks. The event usually ends with 

a classy wine pairing dinner. 
 

 
 

Music Festivals 

Once or twice a year, we like to let our 

hair down and party like there's no 

tomorrow. The three decks transform 

nicely into three party zones, with 

different kinds of music to suit your 

mood for the night. 

 

 
 

Sports Days 

With all that good food on board, it's 

also important to burn off the calories 

with some sports. Morning runs, yoga, 

circuit training, aerobics, and even 

martial arts... go ahead and stretch 

your imagination! 
 

 
 

Themed Parties 

One-eyed pirates, sexy mermaids, sea 

monsters, ghosts, cowboys, aliens and 

all kinds of anime characters.. they 

have all been spotted on board at 

some point in time for our parties. 
 

 
 

Live Music & Open Mic Nites 

As a keen supporter of the local arts 

and music scene, the Riverboat aims 

to be a platform where blossoming 

performers can showcase their talents 

to the public. Our CEO Daryl, who 

used to run a music school prior to his 

current role, also conducts music 

workshops and masterclasses on 

board occasionally.  

 

 
 

Cooking Classes 

Good things are meant to be shared, 

that's why our chefs love to propagate 

their culinary skills and knowledge. 

While you could replicate our dishes 

at home, you can never replicate the 

Riverboat dining experience. 
 

 
 

Food Photography Workshops 

In an era where the camera gets to 

'eat' before we humans do, it's nice to 

be able to take beautiful food photos 

that get you hundreds of likes on 

Instagram! Even that popular survival 

skill can be learnt on board. 

 

Car Club Gatherings 

Social Networking Events 

Speed Dating Events 

Personal Grooming Workshops 

Dining Etiquette Workshops 

Product Launches 

Dinner Theatre 

Fashion Shows 

Flea Markets 

Movie Nites 
 

And many, many more... 

 

 

 

 



Our New Location 
Key Considerations 
 

No doubt the Riverboat has a vibrant mix of activities on board, but our choice of location will also play a very important 

part in shaping the continued success and growth of the business in the next five to ten years. In a beautiful island city 

state, there's always room for another classy waterfront dining and entertainment venue! 

 

 
 

Jetty & Mooring 

A location with an existing jetty, 

pontoon, and mooring collars which 

we can moor the Riverboat to will be 

best. Alternatively, it's also fine if the 

landlord allows us to build our own, or 

better still, builds it for us! 

 

 
 

Maritime Safety 

With safety as the number one 

priority, the location has to be away 

from busy shipping routes and key 

installations. Of course, the local port 

authorities will have the final 

 say on this point. 

 
 

Electricity, Water & Sewage 

As we are fully dependant on shore 

services, there must be an electrical 

substation, a water source and a sewer 

reasonably close by which we can 

connect to. 

 

 

 
 

Sheltered Waters 

Comparing our two previous 

locations, Sentosa's waters were a lot 

more calm than Marina South Pier's, 

making the experience on board for 

more pleasant for guests who do not 

have much of sea legs. 

 
 

Ease of Accessibility 

We know that people are willing to 

travel far for good food and unique 

experiences, as long as parking is 

convenient! Public transport is a 

bonus, but that can be worked around 

with our shuttle service. 

 

 
 

Length of Lease 

To make it all worthwhile, we would 

like to be able to stay for a minimum 

of five years at the next site! 

 

 

Technical Data 
 

Despite being non-motorized, the Riverboat is still registered in Singapore as a harbour craft and meets all licensing 

requirements for a vessel her size. She is currently classified under Lloyds register. 

 
 

 

Vessel Name:  Stewords Riverboat Length Overall:  39.00m Loaded Disp:  449.17 tonnes 

Vessel Reg No:  SP1017A  Length OA (Hull):  34.50m Lightship: 380.70 tonnes 

License Type:  Harbour Craft (Passenger) Length Waterline: 34.20m Deadweight: 68.47 tonnes 

Year Built:  1991 (Keel laid 1990) Moulded Breadth: 12.00m Gross Tonnage: 750.00 tonnes 

Naval Architect:  Shiptech Naval Architects Moulded Depth: 2.85m Passenger Cap:  400pax 

Shipyard:  Siong Huat (S) Pte Ltd Design Draft: 1.35m 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

For more information on the relocation project, or if there's someone you would like to link us up with, or if you own or 

manage a site that could potentially be our new home, please contact any of the following team members: 

 

 

Daryl Saw 

CEO | Wine & Whisky Specialist 

Email: daryl@riverboat.com.sg 

Olive Saw 

Director (Admin & Accounts) 

Email: olive@riverboat.com.sg 

Jeffrey Soh 

Manager 

Email: jeffrey@riverboat.com.sg 

 

 

We are also open to discussing collaborations. Feel free to give us a call at +65 62785775! 

 

 

 

 

 

Owned & managed by: 

SOURCE ED-VENTURES PTE LTD | 199501629H 

31 Marina Coastal Drive, Berth 1 Marina South Pier, Singapore 018988 

W: www.riverboat.com.sg  T: 62785775  FB/IG: @riverboatsg 


